
Species
Pelton - 
Roger Frost 
(May 21)

LLOEC - 
Kurt Appleman 
(May 21)

Chub Point - 
David Geale 
(May 17)

Jack van  
Nostrand - 
Richard Pope 
(May 21)

Leckey - 
PauleKe 
Hebert 
(May ??)

McEwen - 
Ben Walters 
(May ??)

Bonebakker - 
Doug McRae 
(May 21)

COMBINED 
      LIST

Common Loon ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Double-crested Cormorant ✓ ✓
Great Blue Heron ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Green Heron ✓ ✓ ✓
Black-crowned Night-Heron ✓ ✓
Least Bi<ern ✓ ✓
American Bi<ern ✓ ✓
Mute Swan ✓ ✓
Canada Goose ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Wood Duck ✓ ✓ ✓
Mallard ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Long-tailed Duck ✓ ✓
Red-breasted Merganser ✓ ✓
Ruffed Grouse ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Wild Turkey ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Virginia Rail ✓ ✓
Turkey Vulture ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Broad-winged Hawk ✓ ✓ ✓
Red-tailed Hawk ✓ ✓ ✓
American Kestrel ✓ ✓ ✓
Killdeer ✓ ✓ ✓
American Woodcock ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Spo<ed Sandpiper ✓ ✓
Ring-billed Gull ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Great Black-backed Gull ✓ ✓
American Herring Gull ✓ ✓
Caspian Tern ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Tern ✓ ✓
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Rock Pigeon ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Mourning Dove ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Black-billed Cuckoo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Yellow-billed Cuckoo ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Screech-Owl ✓ ✓
Great Horned Owl ✓ ✓
Eastern Whip-poor-will ✓ ✓
Chimney SwiM ✓ ✓
Ruby-throated Hummingbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Belted Kingfisher ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Red-bellied Woodpecker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Downy Woodpecker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Hairy Woodpecker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Northern Flicker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Pileated Woodpecker ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Olive-sided Flycatcher ✓ ✓
Eastern Wood-Pewee ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Alder Flycatcher ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Willow Flycatcher ✓ ✓
Least Flycatcher ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Phoebe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Great Crested Flycatcher ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Kingbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Blue-headed Vireo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Warbling Vireo ✓ ✓ ✓
Philadelphia Vireo ✓ ✓ ✓
Red-eyed Vireo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Blue Jay ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
American Crow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Raven ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Purple MarQn ✓ ✓
Tree Swallow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Bank Swallow ✓ ✓
Barn Swallow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Black-capped Chickadee ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Red-breasted Nuthatch ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
White-breasted Nuthatch ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Brown Creeper ✓ ✓ ✓
Winter Wren ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
House Wren ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Marsh Wren ✓ ✓
Golden-crowned Kinglet ✓ ✓ ✓
Ruby-crowned Kinglet ✓ ✓ ✓
Cedar Waxwing ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Bluebird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Veery ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Swainson's Thrush ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Hermit Thrush ✓ ✓
Wood Thrush ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
American Robin ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Gray Catbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Brown Thrasher ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
European Starling ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Blue-winged Warbler ✓ ✓
Golden-winged Warbler ✓ ✓
"Lawrence's" Warbler
Tennessee Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓
Nashville Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Northern Parula ✓ ✓ ✓
Yellow Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Chestnut-sided Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Magnolia Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓
Cape May Warbler ✓ ✓
Black-throated Blue Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓
Yellow-rumped Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓

WALLACE MEMORIAL BIRDATHON 2019

3



Black-throated Green Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Blackburnian Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Pine Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Bay-breasted Warbler ✓ ✓
Blackpoll Warbler ✓ ✓
Black-and-white Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
American Redstart ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Ovenbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Northern Waterthrush ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Mourning Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Yellowthroat ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Canada Warbler ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Towhee ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Chipping Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Field Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Vesper Sparrow ✓ ✓
Savannah Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓
Grasshopper Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Song Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Lincoln's Sparrow ✓ ✓
Swamp Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
White-throated Sparrow ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Scarlet Tanager ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Northern Cardinal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Rose-breasted Grosbeak ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Indigo BunQng ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Bobolink ✓ ✓ ✓
Red-winged Blackbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Eastern Meadowlark ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Grackle ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Brown-headed Cowbird ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
BalQmore Oriole ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Orchard Oriole ✓ ✓
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Purple Finch ✓ ✓ ✓
House Finch ✓ ✓ ✓
Pine Siskin ✓ ✓
American Goldfinch ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

TOTALS 59 58 71 75 66 66 60 130

NOTES: 31 = seen only on one property
19 = seen on every property
1 = a hybrid, not a true species
4 = new for birdathon
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Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021        
 

Bonebakker Nature Reserve - Doug McRae - 2021 May 21 
 

  This year I was asked to cover the recently acquired Bonebakker  
  property for the NLT Birdathon.  I did a quick familiarization visit    
  with land steward extraordinaire Laura Bozzelli on May 13th and  
  was really impressed with the habitat variability and the general  
  beauty of the site.   
 

In spite of a decent weather forecast I managed to pick a day (21 May) that had 
almost no visible migration but it was a beautiful morning nonetheless. The 60 
species I found were mostly local breeding birds, which is a very respectable 
number for a site of this size.  I did miss some expected birds - e.g.: Red-bellied 
and Downy Woodpecker, and hawks of any kind - but also managed to pull a few 
tough ones out. 
 

I started the day at 3:50 a.m. under brilliant 
stars and a dead calm night.  My first bird was a 
lovely grey morph Eastern Screech-Owl (right) 
doing its toad-like trill from the mature forest at 
the north end of the property.  Walking through 
the woods at night was extra special as my 
flashlight illuminated the many hundreds of 
trilliums in full flower.  
 

Upon leaving the forest I began working my way south through the grassland and 
pasture habitats.  Songs of Eastern Bluebird, Savannah Sparrows, Field Sparrows, 
and Eastern Towhee accompanied me along the way, along with those of three at-
risk species: Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark.   
 

In the southern portion of the property there is a low-lying cedar forest and 
disturbed areas below the hydro lines that cross the area.  Here I found some 
Black-throated Green Warblers and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks.  It was also here 
where I saw my best migrant birds - two Olive-sided Flycatchers, characteristi-
cally teed up on the top of dead sticks in a tree crown. 
 

I ended the day by going back to the woods at the north end and stumbled on a 
Pileated Woodpecker nest that was only about 4 meters up a dead snag with some 
very excited parents.   
 



My day ended with a tantalizing mystery.  While in the mature deciduous forest I 
heard one burst of a trilling song quite near me.  It sounded like a Chipping 
Sparrow except that this species doesn’t live in mature forest.  Several years ago 
I had a very similar experience at Lone Pine Land Trust’s Wilkinson Tract. Upon 
tracking down that "forest Chipping” song, we were delighted to discover that the 
song was coming from the other bird that sounds just like Chipping - a rare Worm-
eating Warbler. This bird only sang once and after 30 minutes of searching I had 
to leave; but I’ll be going back to look for that one! 
 

The full list: 

Mallard  2  -   fly over 
Ruffed Grouse  3  -   1 drumming, 2 flushed 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon)  1  -   seen from property but offsite 
Mourning Dove  5 
Ring-billed Gull  1 
Great Blue Heron  1   -  fly over 
Turkey Vulture  3 
Eastern Screech-Owl  1  -   grey morph bird calling in response to tape in N woods   
                                          along road 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  1 
Hairy Woodpecker  1 
Pileated Woodpecker  5  -   nest 12' up dead 25' beech stump - bird flushed from  
                                          hole 
Northern Flicker  3 
American Kestrel  1  -   seen from property but offsite to S 
Olive-sided FlycatcherSC  2   -  along W boundary N of hydro cut (photo below) 
Eastern Wood-PeweeSC  4 
Great Crested Flycatcher  6 
Eastern Kingbird  5  -   one with nest material  
Red-eyed Vireo  15 
Blue Jay  4 
American Crow  8 
Common Raven  2 
Black-capped Chickadee  4 
Tree Swallow  2  -   at nest box 
Barn SwallowT  2 
White-breasted Nuthatch  2 
House Wren  4  -   pair entering cavity in birch stub 
European Starling  5  -   adult taking food into cavity 
Gray Catbird  3 



Brown Thrasher  6 
Eastern Bluebird  3  -   pair nesting in box nearest welcome sign 
Veery  4  -   all in N woods 
Swainson's Thrush  1 
Wood ThrushSC  2  -   in SW corner 
American Robin  8 
American Goldfinch  5 
Grasshopper SparrowSC  8 
Chipping Sparrow  6 
Field Sparrow  4  (photo, right)   
Song Sparrow  7 
Eastern Towhee  4 
BobolinkT  12   -  11m,1f 
Eastern MeadowlarkT  4 
Baltimore Oriole  4 
Red-winged Blackbird  2 
Brown-headed Cowbird  1 
Common Grackle  3 
Ovenbird  8  -   pair copulating 
Northern Waterthrush  1  -   low area by hydro lines 
Tennessee Warbler  3 
Nashville Warbler  1 
Mourning Warbler  2 
Common Yellowthroat  6 
American Redstart  3 
Magnolia Warbler  2 
Chestnut-sided Warbler  4 
Pine Warbler  1 
Black-throated Green Warbler  4 
Northern Cardinal  4 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  5 
Indigo Bunting  3 
 
[Editor's note: Species At Risk are underlined  and bold. Superscripts denote the 
risk category: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern] 



Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021 
        

Chub Point Nature Reserve - David Geale - 2021 May 17 
 

  I pulled off Station Rd. just after 5:00 a.m. as the eastern sky was  
  lightening, and as I got out of my car I was assaulted by a chorus of   
  dawn song: Swamp and White-throated Sparrows, Wood Thrushes, and  
  a Canada Warbler among many others. I started walking north along   
  the west edge of Chub Point Nature Reserve, still waiting for the sun to  
  rise, and my list grew quickly although I saw nothing unexpected; the 

most surprising species was probably a Common Loon flying overhead. I had been trying 
to wait for a promising day for migrants – low clouds, preferably a bit of drizzle – but 
none came and it was starting to get late in the migration period, so I was cursed with 
a warm, beautifully clear day for my birdathon. It was a wonderful day to be in the 
field, but the birding was (mostly) not very exciting. 
 

My first brief foray into the forest interior produced a 
singing Winter Wren, but I quickly decided it was too dark 
for the moment and continued walking the roadsides. I soon 
found one of my few definite migrants – a Tennessee 
Warbler (right) just south of the railway, and immediately 
followed that up with an Orchard Oriole in the top of a 
poplar tree and an Eastern Phoebe singing somewhere to the 
north. My next highlight was a fox that popped out onto Orchard Grove Rd.; I would 
see it again (presumably the same one) at dusk, chasing a rabbit at the same spot. By 
then the sun was warming the forest up, so I left the road again and picked my way 
among the vernal pools as birds sang around me. Veerys were everywhere, along with 
Northern Waterthrushes, and through the morning I came across two separate 
Magnolia Warblers as well as a family of Wood Ducks, the female leading a small herd 
of ducklings out of one shaded forest pond. Back out on Station Rd., I had a minor 
flurry of vireos, with Red-eyed, Blue-headed, and Philadelphia quickly joining my list. 
 

I finished the morning with a second transect through the forest, which 
resulted in a twittering Brown Creeper (left), a single skulking Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, and a nervous Swainson’s Thrush, which brought my total for 
the day to 60 before I returned to Cobourg for lunch. I was back at Chub 
Point in the mid-afternoon hoping to pad my list, and did so mostly with 
flyovers: Turkey Vulture, Barn Swallow, Caspian Tern, and finally a pair of 
House Finches.  

 

As dusk fell, I returned to the forest interior again where I was buzzed by a Ruby-
throated Hummingbird as a Ruffed Grouse drummed in the distance – bringing my list 
to 70, which after my morning session had seemed unlikely. Late in the day, I spent 
half an hour chasing some spring moths around and listening for any additional birds. 



Finally darkness arrived, and just after 9:00 p.m. an American Woodcock called a few 
times to round out my day. 
 

The full list: 
 

1. Canada Goose 
2. Wood Duck 
3. Mallard 
4. Ruffed Grouse 
5. Mourning Dove 
6. Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
7. Killdeer 
8. American Woodcock 
9. Ring-billed Gull 
10. Caspian Tern 
11. Common Loon 
12. Great Blue Heron 
13. Green Heron 
14. Turkey Vulture 
15. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
16. Hairy Woodpecker 
17. Pileated Woodpecker 
18. Northern Flicker 
19. Eastern Wood-PeweeSC 

20. Least Flycatcher 
21. Eastern Phoebe 
22. Great Crested Flycatcher 
23. Eastern Kingbird 
24. Blue-headed Vireo 
25. Philadelphia Vireo 
26. Red-eyed Vireo 
27. Blue Jay 
28. American Crow 
29. Black-capped Chickadee 
30. Bank SwallowT 

31. Barn SwallowT 

32. Red-breasted Nuthatch 
33. White-breasted Nuthatch 
34. Brown Creeper 
35. House Wren 
36. Winter Wren 

37. European Starling 
38. Gray Catbird 
39. Veery 
40. Swainson's Thrush 
41. Wood ThrushSC 

42. American Robin 
43. Cedar Waxwing 
44. House Finch 
45. American Goldfinch 
46. White-throated Sparrow 
47. Song Sparrow 
48. Lincoln's Sparrow 
49. Swamp Sparrow 
50. Eastern MeadowlarkT 

51. Orchard Oriole 
52. Baltimore Oriole 
53. Red-winged Blackbird 
54. Common Grackle 
55. Ovenbird 
56. Northern Waterthrush 
57. Black-and-white Warbler 
58. Tennessee Warbler 
59. Nashville Warbler 
60. Common Yellowthroat 
61. American Redstart 
62. Northern Parula 
63. Magnolia Warbler 
64. Blackburnian Warbler 
65. Yellow Warbler 
66. Chestnut-sided Warbler 
67. Black-throated Green Warbler 
68. Canada WarblerSC 

69. Scarlet Tanager 
70. Northern Cardinal 
71. Rose-breasted Grosbeak

 
[Editor's note: Species At Risk are underlined and bold. Superscripts denote the risk 
category: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern] 



Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021        
 

Bonebakker Nature Reserve - Doug McRae - 2021 May 21 
 

  This year I was asked to cover the recently acquired Bonebakker  
  property for the NLT Birdathon.  I did a quick familiarization visit    
  with land steward extraordinaire Laura Bozzelli on May 13th and  
  was really impressed with the habitat variability and the general  
  beauty of the site.   
 

In spite of a decent weather forecast I managed to pick a day (21 May) that had 
almost no visible migration but it was a beautiful morning nonetheless. The 60 
species I found were mostly local breeding birds, which is a very respectable 
number for a site of this size.  I did miss some expected birds - e.g.: Red-bellied 
and Downy Woodpecker, and hawks of any kind - but also managed to pull a few 
tough ones out. 
 

I started the day at 3:50 a.m. under brilliant 
stars and a dead calm night.  My first bird was a 
lovely grey morph Eastern Screech-Owl (right) 
doing its toad-like trill from the mature forest at 
the north end of the property.  Walking through 
the woods at night was extra special as my 
flashlight illuminated the many hundreds of 
trilliums in full flower.  
 

Upon leaving the forest I began working my way south through the grassland and 
pasture habitats.  Songs of Eastern Bluebird, Savannah Sparrows, Field Sparrows, 
and Eastern Towhee accompanied me along the way, along with those of three at-
risk species: Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark.   
 

In the southern portion of the property there is a low-lying cedar forest and 
disturbed areas below the hydro lines that cross the area.  Here I found some 
Black-throated Green Warblers and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks.  It was also here 
where I saw my best migrant birds - two Olive-sided Flycatchers, characteristi-
cally teed up on the top of dead sticks in a tree crown. 
 

I ended the day by going back to the woods at the north end and stumbled on a 
Pileated Woodpecker nest that was only about 4 meters up a dead snag with some 
very excited parents.   
 



 

Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021        
 

Laurie Lawson Outdoor Education Centre - Kurt Appleman - 2021 May 21 
 

I started my day early, before sunrise.  I always enjoy being up before 
the birds and listening to the first bird song of the morning.  As often is 
the case, there is always a surprise.  However, the surprise this time did 
not come in the form of a song, it came in as my Bird of the Day.  Sorry 
for those who like suspense.  I heard a flutter of wings that was larger 

than a songbird and spotted a Great Horned Owl (picture below, right) perched on a distant 
branch.  I observed the owl on several more occasions through the day, finally learning that 
it was guarding at least 2 young owls.  This amazing sight was shared with one of my sons, 
an instant memory. 

In birding there is term used called “spark bird”.  A spark bird is something that a 
birdwatcher sees for the first time that engages their interest for the rest of their life.  
For me, it was a toss-up between Blackburnian Warbler and Scarlet Tanager, both 
observed on the same day as a young child.  Maybe the Great Horned Owl will be my son's 
spark bird.   

I think everybody can have a new spark bird each time they go birding, though.  The 
conditions weatherwise were pleasant during my count but the constant attention from 
mosquitoes made it challenging to absorb the beauty of nature.  However, there is always 
something that makes you want to come back for more.  
Obviously the owl has importance, but I would not want 
to ignore the other birds that deserve credit.  
Observing a male Pileated Woodpecker, with its red 
crest glistening in the sun, will make me return again 
and again.  If somebody told me I could see a Pileated 
up close in stunning fashion but I had to suffer through 
mosquito bites, I would be more than willing to work 
past the insects to reach the goal of a daily spark bird, 
such as the Pileated Woodpecker. 

I volunteer my time for this count but it feels like I am the one being rewarded.  "Can you 
please spend one day in May surrounded by nature, doing what you love and creating 
memories that could last a lifetime?"  I’ll think about it - sounds difficult.  I didn’t have an 



exceptional day of birding; I just didn’t catch an ideal day in the migration cycle.  I did 
have a great day, though.  Although the birding was lacking to a certain extent, nature had 
me covered in other ways.  I was surrounded by beautiful wildflowers and saw some 
mammals, too.  I saw a Raccoon and a Coyote, early in the morning.  Then I saw something 
completely unexpected that proves a person should not go out for a day of birdwatching 
and ignore everything else.  A relatively loud rustle on the forest floor alerted me to 
something, and when I looked, I expected to see a squirrel or the Raccoon from earlier.  To 
my shock, it was a Fisher.  It quickly jumped on a log, went to climb the tree, then changed 
its mind and vanished into the forest.  It was one of those surreal moments, where you 
think to yourself, am I dreaming? 

That is why everyone needs to respect the special places we have, such as the Laurie 
Lawson Outdoor Education Centre.  We are a part of nature, too.  Maybe Joni Mitchell said 
it best: “you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The full list: 
1. Common Loon      30. Wood ThrushSC 

2. Turkey Vulture      31. Veery 
3. Red-tailed Hawk      32. Swainson’s Thrush 
4. Ring-billed Gull      33. American Robin 
5. Mourning Dove      34. Gray Catbird 
6. Great Horned Owl (Bird of the Day)   35. European Starling 
7. Chimney SwiftT      36. Cedar Waxwing 
8. Belted Kingfisher     37. Black-and-white Warbler  
9. Downy Woodpecker     38. Northern Parula 
10. Hairy Woodpecker     39. Chestnut-sided Warbler 



11. Red-bellied Woodpecker    40. Black-throated Green Warbler 
12. Pileated Woodpecker     41. Bay-breasted Warbler 
13. Eastern Wood-PeweeSC    42. Pine Warbler 
14. Alder Flycatcher     43. Northern Waterthrush 
15. Great Crested Flycatcher    44. Common Yellowthroat 
16. Eastern Kingbird     45. Scarlet Tanager 
17. Eastern Phoebe      46. Chipping Sparrow 
18. Blue-headed Vireo     47. Savannah Sparrow 
19. Red-eyed Vireo      48. Song Sparrow 
20. Blue Jay       49. Swamp Sparrow 
21. American Crow      50. White-throated Sparrow 
22. Black-capped Chickadee    51. Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
23. Brown Creeper      52. Northern Cardinal 
24. White-breasted Nuthatch    53. Indigo Bunting 
25. Red-breasted Nuthatch    54. Red-winged Blackbird 
26. House Wren      55. Common Grackle 
27. Winter Wren      56. Baltimore Oriole 
28. Golden-crowned Kinglet    57. House Finch 
29. Ruby-crowned Kinglet     58. American Goldfinch 
 
[Editor's note: Species At Risk are underlined and bold.  
Superscripts denote the risk category: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special 
Concern] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021        
 

Leckey Nature Reserve - Paulette Hebert - 2021 May 24 
 

  I started this year’s Birdathon on a chilly May 24 in the early     
  morning. I was lucky to do the Leckey Nature Reserve this year. At  
  5°C my hands were cold, but I kept them moving, taking notes as  
  there was one bird after another non-stop for the first two hours.  

  I quickly picked up some of the more conspicuous songsters right 
outside my car: American Robins, Baltimore Orioles, a Northern Cardinal and Song 
Sparrows. I hadn’t walked a hundred meters when I heard the most unexpected 
bird of the day, a Blackpoll Warbler (see page 3). I once mistook the song of a 
katydid for this species so I wanted to make sure I wasn’t fooling myself. After 
waiting and listening for a few moments, the lovely black and white bird made an 
unobstructed appearance on a low branch nearby, allowing me to confirm its 
identity. 

A long hedgerow leads north to the back of the property. Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers, a breeding pair of Chestnut-sided Warblers, Eastern Kingbirds and 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks accompanied me as I walked between the rows of 
towering trees. At the end of the row, I had a choice: west into the forest or east 
up to a beautiful hilltop meadow and lookout. I decided to save the lookout for 
later and headed into the woods.  

In the oak woods I heard both Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos. Cuckoos are 
known to follow caterpillar outbreaks and sure enough, I could hear the frass 
(caterpillar excrement) raining down onto the leaves below as the gypsy moth 
larvae made a meal out of the oak canopy. The strident call of a Great Crested 
Flycatcher startled me nearby, and the incessant lilting song of Red-eyed Vireos 
guided me along the path. As I neared the north end of the property, one Nashville 
Warbler after another warned me about its territorial boundaries while deeper 
into the woods were the buzzy songs of Black-throated 
Blue and Black-throated Green Warblers.  

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo (right) has been following me; 
it lets out an occasional rattled croak, so I know it's still 
there. The land lies low here and a lovely creek flows 



through it. A White-throated Sparrow whistles its unmistakable tune and a crazy 
Northern Waterthrush carries on loudly in a small wetland adjacent to the creek.  

I then made my way back to my car to meet guest birder, Janette Johnston, who 
joined me for the next leg of the challenge. The day had warmed by then and was 
comfortable and breezy. The steep climb up to the lookout was easy, distracted as 
we were by Eastern Towhees, Baltimore Orioles, American Redstarts, a Pileated 

Woodpecker and Eastern Kingbirds (left). As we 
reached the top, a Grasshopper Sparrow, hunched on its 
perch, was there to greet us. We sat on the bench 
overlooking the landscape of rolling hills watching the 
Tree Swallows swooping and diving after flying insects. 
An Eastern Bluebird landed on the fence where the sun 

illuminated its cobalt-coloured plumes. He posed for us, this way and that way, as if 
the spotlight was meant just for him. I was just telling Janette that I had seen no 
hawks yet when a Red-tailed Hawk and a couple of Turkey Vultures sailed into view. 
Together, we added 17 species to the list. Thanks Janette! 

No birdathon would be complete without an evening tour of the property. Just 
before my final loop through the woods an American Kestrel hovered above the 
adjacent field, looking for prey. It was disappointed this time and moved on 
without its dinner. The woods were quiet except for Wood Thrushes and Veerys 
whose lovely songs are an orchestra all on their own. Upon emerging from the 
woods, it was still light, and the near-full moon was already high in the sky. I 
climbed back up to the lookout, where a family of deer occupied the meadow. 
Unfortunately, they did not appreciate my company and scampered. I sat on the 
bench, watched, listened, and waited. The birds were settling in for the night as 
the sun went down in a soft pink sky.   

The full list (66 species): 

Canada Goose 
Ruffed Grouse 
Wild Turkey 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo  
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 

Alder Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Least Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Veery 
Wood ThrushSC 

American Robin 
Cedar Waxwing 
American Goldfinch 
Grasshopper SparrowSC 



Field Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Eastern Towhee 
Baltimore Oriole 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Common Grackle 
Ovenbird  
Northern Waterthrush 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 

 

Common Yellowthroat 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
American Redstart 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Tree Swallow 
Nashville Warbler 

 

Eastern Bluebird 
Turkey Vulture 
Great Blue Heron 
Warbling Vireo 
Yellow Warbler 
Barn SwallowT 

American Kestrel 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Eastern Wood-PeweeSC 

Hairy Woodpecker 
Vesper Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 

 
     Blackpoll Warbler (picture left) 

This small boreal forest breeder undertakes one of the most 
amazing migrations known to biologists. They may take off from, 
for instance, Nova Scotia, and fly non-stop over the Atlantic 
Ocean for up to 3 days, landing on a Caribbean island roughly 
1600 km away. See https://vtecostudies.org/blog/the-blackpoll-
warblers-daring-ocean-

migration/#:~:text=The%20Blackpoll%20Warbler%E2%80%99s%20Daring%20Trans-
Atlantic%20Migration%20VCE%20has,Atlantic%20Ocean%20non-
stop%20for%20up%20to%20three%20days. 

 

[Editor's note: Species At Risk are underlined and bold. Superscripts denote the risk 
category: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern] 



Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021        
 

McEwen Nature Reserve - Ben Walters - 2021 June 5 
 

  I visited the McEwen Nature Reserve on Saturday, June 5th. I left it     
  later in date this year hoping to combine it with collecting Breeding  
  Bird Atlas breeding evidence as it is one of the squares that Alie and I  
  signed up for. When I was doing forest bird nest studies, my best   
  day for finding nests was often around June 10th as there is so much  
  activity then with feeding young, re-nesting from lost nests and second 

nests from early nesters. The risk when trying to pair that with a bird count is that 
species that failed nesting may move off the property or that early nesting species 
can become less territorial and therefore less conspicuous. As I found out quickly, 
later counts also allow more time for the mosquito population to build up.  

Arriving at sunrise, I spent some time at the road listening to the dawn chorus 
before entering on and disturbing the property. The first bird that greeted me was a 
Great Crested Flycatcher that was very upset by my presence. This was followed by 
listening to two agitated Chickadees, a Golden-winged Warbler, Grasshopper 
Sparrows and multiple pairs of very active Tree Swallows. After the Golden-winged 
Warbler made a show of singing from the top of an apple tree, it moved off to the 
north up the creek and on to the neighbouring property to the east. I was also lucky 
that a few crows flew over the McEwen’s north field and their cawing caused shock 
gobbling from at least 3 Wild Turkeys.  

As I entered the property I found out why the Chickadees were so 
agitated – there was a nest with at least 3 young and an unhatched egg 
in a fencepost (photo, right). I then proceeded to walk past all the 
singing Grasshopper Sparrows, Song Sparrows and House Wrens to make 
my way to the pond to see if there were any resting ducks or ducklings. 
In the end the only waterfowl of the day was a flight of geese over the 
property. As I passed the old fenceline about two-thirds the way up the 
south field, I came across another bird singing a Golden-Winged 
Warbler song. Initially I thought it was a Blue-winged Warbler, but 
quickly realized I was looking at a Lawrence’s Warbler, the hybrid of a Blue-winged 
and a Golden-winged Warbler. Although maybe I should say an identifiable hybrid, as 
I expect that most, if not all, the Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers we see 
are hybrids at some gradation on the lineage spectrum. The next surprise was a 
Northern Cardinal singing where the old farm road leads to the pond. As far as I can 
remember, I have never seen a cardinal on this property. 

When I got to the pond, I didn’t hear much other than a few Black-throated Green 
Warblers. The Eastern Newts in the pond were mating, which was neat to see, but 
there was little activity otherwise. From there, my day’s excitement started to wane. 



Walking along the east edge of the property I found Ovenbirds building a nest and 
watched a Winter Wren move between and into some upturned root masses but 
couldn’t find evidence of a nest. Heading up to the wetland I was hoping to pick up 
some species like Nashville Warbler, White-throated Sparrow and Canada Warbler. 
But other than more Black-throated Green Warblers and a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, all was quiet. I sat patiently on the ground leaning against a cedar 
waiting for something to happen and only fed the mosquitoes and nearly fell asleep.  

Working my way back south through the west portion of 
the property I learned that during high gypsy moth years, 
you should keep your binoculars’ eye cup covers on as the 
copious amounts of frass (caterpillar poop; photo, right - 
frass on mayapples) get in there and when you put them up 
to your eyes, you get the frass in your eyes. It only took a 
few times of this happening for me to get into the habit. 
Throughout the oak and poplar forests on the west side 
there was so much frass coming down from the trees that 
it sounded like continuous rain. 

Continuing south I did not come across anything 
unexpected, but did pick up a few species like Black-
throated Blue Warbler and Brown Creeper. Usually as I 
approach what I think of as the upper field (the north field 
which is at the top of a hill), I come across lots of woodpeckers. This year that was 
not the case. I observed multiple Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers and a Hairy Woodpecker, 
but that was it. As well, this is usually where there is a Magnolia Warbler, but no luck 
this time. What was noticeable as I made my way back down through the fields was 
that every Field Sparrow on the property had young as they were all agitated and 
carrying large loads of juicy caterpillars. 

To finish off the morning I was greeted by the agitated Great 
Crested Flycatcher. Looking at where it approached me from, and 
its level of agitation made me think I must be somewhere near its 
nest. I usually think of Great Crested Flycatcher nests as in a large 
hollow tree with the entrance being where a branch broke off. 
There were no large tree cavities in this area though, so I went to 
where I saw it first pop out and there was its nest (photo, left) 
with 5 eggs in the fencepost. I usually think of this species as a 
cavity nester where there would be protection from the elements 
all around and an entrance hole, but in this case, the nest site was 
more like a chimney as it was a vertical cavity with no roof. With 
that new experience I was done for the morning.  



Going back in the evening, I had a bit of time before the Whip-poor-wills and 
Woodcock would start calling, which were really my target species. Any other new 
species would be a bonus and I was somewhat hoping for a ruffed grouse to drum as 
dusk set in, which in the end did not happen (the drumming, not the dusk). With a few 
hours until dusk I walked around the southern half of the property hoping to collect a 
little more breeding evidence for the atlas. Mostly I just got pelleted by copious 
amounts of Gypsy Moth poop. Walking through the woods I did scare up a Whip-poor-
will off the ground. I tried to find its nest near where it flushed from, but none was 
immediately evident. I also didn’t want to accidentally step on it, so I moved away 
from the area in case there actually was a nest there. 

Being less concerned with all the sparrows, 
buntings and towhees moving around me as I had 
already tallied them, I got more of a chance to 
look around in the upper field. This is when I 
really took in the destruction of the Gyspsy 
Moths. One of my favourite trees, a large oak 
(photo, above left), was completely defoliated. 
Now the caterpillars were moving on to the 
other nearby trees and had completely 
decimated a small white pine (photo, above 
right). They were working on a Scots Pine, which I was happy to see, but oddly they 
were not eating much of the dense Autumn Olive in the area. After lamenting the 
damage, I continued southward, making one last check of the pond and watching the 
Tree Swallows voraciously foraging on the emerging mosquitoes.  

As dusk set in, I listened to the Grasshopper Sparrows doing their flight/night songs, 
the Lawrence’s Warbler buzzing away, the peepers still singing strongly and a Gray 
Catbird singing that I hadn’t actually already encountered. Eastern Whip-poor-wills 
started calling from a few locations near the stream and then American Woodcock 
were displaying in the south and north fields. I tried a few Barred Owl hoots but did 
not get a response.  Overall, I tallied 67 species and was able to gather confirmed 
breeding evidence for 13 species.  



The full list: 

1. Canada Goose 
2. Wild Turkey  
3. Rock Pigeon 
4. Mourning Dove 
5. Black-billed Cuckoo 
6. Eastern Whip-poor-willT 
7. Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
8. American Woodcock 
9. Broad-winged Hawk 
10. Belted Kingfisher 
11. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
12. Downy Woodpecker 
13. Hairy Woodpecker 
14. Pileated Woodpecker  
15. Northern Flicker 
16. Eastern Wood-PeweeSC 
17. Least Flycatcher 
18. Great Crested Flycatcher 
19. Eastern Kingbird 
20. Blue-headed Vireo 
21. Red-eyed Vireo 
22. Blue Jay 
23. American Crow 
24. Common Raven 
25. Black-capped Chickadee 
26. Tree Swallow 
27. Barn SwallowT 
28. Red-breasted Nuthatch 
29. White-breasted Nuthatch 
30. House Wren 
31. Winter Wren 
32. Gray Catbird 
33. Brown Thrasher 
34. Eastern Bluebird 

35. Veery 
36. Hermit Thrush 
37. Wood ThrushSC 
38. American Robin 
39. Cedar Waxwing 
40. Purple Finch 
41. Pine Siskin 
42. American Goldfinch 
43. Grasshopper SparrowSC 
44. Chipping Sparrow 
45. Field Sparrow 
46. Song Sparrow 
47. Eastern Towhee 
48. Baltimore Oriole 
49. Red-winged Blackbird 
50. Brown-headed Cowbird 
51. Common Grackle 
52. Ovenbird 
53. "Lawrence’s" Warbler 
54. Golden-winged WarblerSC 
55. Black-and-White Warbler 
56. Mourning Warbler 
57. Common Yellowthroat 
58. Blackburnian Warbler 
59. Chestnut-sided Warbler 
60. Black-throated Blue Warbler 
61. Pine Warbler 
62. Yellow-rumped Warbler 
63. Black-throated Green Warbler 
64. Scarlet Tanager 
65. Northern Cardinal 
66. Rose-breasted Grosbeak  
67. Indigo Bunting 

 

[Editor's note: Species At Risk are underlined and bold. Superscripts denote the 
risk category: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern] 



Wallace Memorial Birdathon 2021       
 

Pelton Nature Reserve - Roger Frost - 2021 May 21 
 
  For a change this year, I covered the Pelton Property of the      

Northumberland Land Trust. My friend, Katsu Sakuma, and I arrived    

  at the property at 6:00 a.m. on May 21. We immediately encountered  
  many of the common breeding species of the site, such as Gray  
  Catbird, Baltimore Oriole, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Wood Thrush. 
 

The nest boxes in the field habitat nicely provided a pair each of Tree Swallow and 
Eastern Bluebird. Other species in and around the field included Great Crested 
Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Wild Turkey, and Black-billed Cuckoo. 
 

We worked our way through the woodland along the north side of the property to the 
eastern boundary. Here, we found the neighbouring landowner had cut a swath down to 
the wetland, including removing many large trees. This made getting to the wetland much 
easier but did not do the woodland habitat any good. Through the woodland we added 
such birds as Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Ruffed Grouse, Black-throated Green Warbler 
and Golden-crowned Kinglet. 
 

Katsu and I spent a fair amount of time birding the swampy 
wetland. Here, we found Alder Flycatcher, Nashville 
Warbler, Canada Warbler (left), Black-and-White Warbler, 
Northern Waterthrush, White-throated Sparrow and 
Purple Finch. 
 

As we worked our way back to the field area, we added 
more species including Scarlet Tanager, Pileated 

Woodpecker and Least Flycatcher. 
 

Back in the field, we got lucky with a flyover Broad-winged Hawk and three Turkey 
Vultures. 
 

By now, the day had turned hot, and we were both thirsty for our water bottles back at 
the car. We ended the visit with 55 species. 
 

I debated going back for an evening visit. There were still lots of possible additions to 
the list, but the afternoon was hot and breezy, making bird finding difficult. 
 



In the long run, I decided to return alone to Pelton, arriving 
at about 6:30 p.m. The woodland was quiet with just a few of 
the species we had heard in the morning still singing. After 
over an hour wandering in the woods, I had added only a 
Blackburninan Warbler (right) to the list. 
 
A sit in the open part of the wetland provided only a flyover 
of two Ring-billed Gulls and a Belted Kingfisher. 
 

I wandered back to the field by dusk, hoping for nightjars or owls, but only adding 
American Woodcock. This brought the final total to 59 species. The evening visit did 
little more than feed the blackflies. As I write this, I can count 25 bites on my left arm 
(surprisingly only half that number on my right arm.) 
 

Thanks to all who supported the Wallace Birdathon this year. 
 
The full list: 
 

1. Canada Goose 
2. Ruffed Grouse 
3. Wild Turkey 
4. Turkey Vulture 
5. Broad-winged Hawk 
6. Killdeer 
7. American Woodcock 
8. Ring-billed Gull 
9. Mourning Dove 
10. Black-billed Cuckoo 
11. Belted Kingfisher 
12. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
13. Hairy Woodpecker 
14. Northern Flicker 
15. Pileated Woodpecker 
16. Eastern Wood-PeweeSC 

17. Alder Flycatcher 
18. Least Flycatcher 
19. Great Crested Flycatcher 
20. Red-eyed Vireo 

21. Blue Jay 
22. American Crow 
23. Common Raven 
24. Tree Swallow 
25. Black-capped Chickadee 
26. Red-breasted Nuthatch 
27. Winter Wren 
28. Golden-crowned Kinglet 
29. Eastern Bluebird 
30. Veery 
31. Wood ThrushSC 

32. American Robin 
33. Gray Catbird 
34. Brown Thrasher 
35. Nashville Warbler 
36. Yellow Warbler 
37. Chestnut-sided Warbler 
38. Black-throated Green Warbler 
39. Blackburnian Warbler 
40. Pine Warbler 



41. Black-and-white Warbler 
42. Ovenbird 
43. Northern Waterthrush 
44. Common Yellowthroat (below) 
45. Canada WarblerSC 

46. Scarlet Tanager 
47. Chipping Sparrow 
48. Field Sparrow 
49, Song Sparrow 
50. Swamp Sparrow 
 

51. White-throated Sparrow 
52. Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
53. Indigo Bunting 
54. Red-winged Blackbird 
55. Common Grackle 
56. Brown-headed Cowbird 
57. Baltimore Oriole 
58. Purple Finch 
59. American Goldfinch 

[Editor's note: Species At Risk are in bold. Superscripts denote the risk category: E = 
Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern] 
 
 
 

 
 
 


