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DONOR

Name: Tyne and Joanne Bonebakker

Landowner Address: 240 Wilson Drive, RR5, Cobourg, ON, K9A 4J8
Property address: same
Telephone: (416) 436-6536
Email: tyne@bonebakker.ca

RECIPIENT

Name: Northumberland Land Trust
Telephone: 905-342-3851
Email: info@nltrust.ca
Website: http://nltrust.ca/

Charitable Tax Number: Registered Charity # 892575903RR0001. The
Northumberland Land Trust is listed on Environment Canada’s Ecological Gifts Program
website as an eligible charity.

Legal Description: Part of Lots 31 & 32, Concession 3, Township of
Alnwick/Haldimand, Northumberland County, Ontario

Type of Donation: A donation under the Ontario Conservation Land Act.

Area: 166 acres / 67 hectares

Assessment of Ecological Character

The Bonebakker property is situated on the Oak Ridges Moraine and offers a diverse
combination of habitats including drumlin meadows, pastures, hardwood and cedar
forests and a pine plantation. The property also contains a headwater stream that
meanders through the south portion of the property. The grasslands on the property
have been managed to ensure that many grassland species thrive for over 20 years.
The significant areas of hayfields are not cut until July and thus many bobolink pairs
return each spring to breed. Two other species at risk (SAR) birds use these
grasslands, as well as the monarch butterfly.

Northumberland Land Trust (NLT) will continue to implement the historical management
practices which will continue to benefit the SAR using the grasslands. The site provides
important wildlife habitat for at least 7 species at risk (SAR) and serves as a Linkage
Corridor designated by the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. Two Areas of
Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) are located within 5 km of the Bonebakker
property; Shelter Valley and Millvalley Hills Forest.

mailto:info@nltrust.ca
http://nltrust.ca/
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Habitat and Site Characteristics

A total of 166 acres of diverse land are being donated (Error! Reference source not
found.).
The majority (60%) of the property being donated is made up of rolling drumlin
meadows (which are used for pasture) and forested areas with a meandering
headwater stream. The forested areas along the southwest corner of the property
contain tree species: American elm, American beech, large tooth aspen, ironwood,
bitternut hickory, white ash, and white spruce. The forest adjacent to the headwater
stream is predominantly eastern white cedar.
The woodlot to the north equals 20 acres (12% of land being donated). The west half of
this woodlot includes a red pine plantation as well as a red oak-pine plantation. The east
half is a deciduous woodlot containing sugar maple, ironwood, white ash and American
beech.
The remainder of the property is fields dedicated to growing crops.  The agricultural
area totals approximately 46 acres (28% of the land being donated).
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Figure 1. Land being donated totals 166 acres and includes drumlin meadows, pasture, headwater stream as well as
a woodlot and cropland.

Specific ‘A’ or ‘B’ Criteria Applicable to the Property
A1. Significant portions of the habitat of species determined to be endangered,
threatened or vulnerable in Ontario, as specified in a recovery plan or other
biological study;

● Presence of barn swallow (provincially listed as threatened) within suitable
foraging habitat on the land being donated

● Presence of bobolink and eastern meadowlark (both provincially listed as
threatened) in suitable breeding habitat throughout property, perching and
foraging habitat also present on property



4

● Presence of eastern wood-pewee (provincially listed as special concern) using
suitable breeding and foraging habitat in two areas within the land being donated

● Presence of monarch butterflies (provincially listed as special concern) on the
land being donated within suitable foraging habitat

● Presence of grasshopper sparrow (provincially listed as special concern) calling
within suitable breeding and foraging habitat on the land being donated

● Presence of wood thrush (provincially listed as special concern) within suitable
breeding and foraging habitat on the land being donated

A3. Provincial or regional areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI);
● Shelter Valley, a life science ANSI is located approximately 4.2 km northeast of

the Bonebakker property.
● Millvalley Hills Forest, a life science ANSI is located approximately 5 km

northwest of the Bonebakker property.
A11. Areas designated as Natural Core, Natural Linkage, Sensitive Hydrological
Feature, High Aquifer Vulnerability, Significant Landform, Minimum Areas of
Influence, or Minimum Protection Vegetation Zones, within the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan;

● The majority (56%) of the property is designated as Natural Linkage Area by the
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (Appendix 2, Figure 3).

Species Present

See appended list (Error! Reference source not found.) compiled during a site visit by
the author on June 2, 2017. This site visit was a preliminary evaluation, it is likely that
many other flora and fauna species have habitat within the land being donated.

Species at Risk Present

Seven species listed provincially as species at risk (SAR) were located throughout the
Bonebakker property on June 2, 2017.

Monarch butterflies (Danaus plexippus) listed endangered by COSEWIC was observed
in two locations on the property. Both were observed flying over meadow habitat within
the boundaries of the land being donated.

A wood thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) listed threatened by COSEWIC was heard calling
within forest habitat at the south end of the property.

The eastern wood-pewee (Contopus virens) listed special concern by COSEWIC was
heard calling in two locations on the land being donated. The eastern wood-pewee was
heard in the woodlot at the north end of the property and in the forest along the west
boundary of the property.

Barn swallows (Hirundo rustica) listed threatened by COSEWIC were observed in two
locations. Three barn swallows were observed flying over the fields south of the
residence, adjacent to Wilson Drive. A barn swallow was also observed flying over the
pipeline clearing at the north end of the property.
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Several grasshopper sparrows (Ammodramus savannarum) listed special concern by
COSEWIC were observed and heard calling over a fairly wide area in the drumlin
meadow.

Several pairs of bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) and eastern meadowlark (Sturnella
magna) both listed as threatened by COSEWIC were observed in the grassland habitat
on the property being donated as well as in the field to the south of the residence.
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Figure 2. Location of six SAR confirmed present on or adjacent to the land being donated on June 2, 2017. Species
include barn swallow (orange), bobolink (yellow), eastern wood-pewee (burgundy), eastern meadowlark (black),
grasshopper sparrow (blue), monarch (red) and wood thrush (green).

Structures on Property

There are no structures on the property being donated.

Ecological Information Sources
● OMNR NHIC mapping for protected areas and species of interest

nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/nhic_.cfm
● Site visits on Dec. 6, 2016 by NLT board members and June 2, 2017 NLT board

members and Blazing Star Environmental biologists
● Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page13788.aspx
Purpose of the Donation and Future Intentions of Recipient

The donor wishes to see the land protected from surrounding development, and is also
interested in the tax benefits of donation. The grasslands will continue to be managed to
limit disturbance until after SAR birds have fledged. NLT is also considering installing
livestock exclusion fencing to keep cattle out of the headwater creek to prevent erosion
and contamination of the water.

http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/nhic_.cfm
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page13788.aspx
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Appendix 1: Species Lists

Table 1. Species Lists – (Species at risk are shown as Bold)

Birds
American crow Common raven Mourning warbler
American goldfinch Eastern kingbird Northern cardinal
American robin Eastern meadowlark Northern flicker
Baltimore oriole Eastern phoebe Ovenbird
Barn swallow Eastern towhee Pine warbler
Black-capped chickadee Eastern wood pewee Rose breasted grosbeak
Black-throated green warbler European starling Ruffed grouse
Blue jay Grasshopper sparrow Savannah sparrow
Blue-headed vireo Gray catbird Song sparrow
Bobolink Great crested flycatcher Turkey vulture
Brown thrasher House wren Wild turkey
Chipping sparrow Indigo bunting Wood thrush
Common grackle Mourning dove

Plants
Alternate-leaved dogwood Eastern white cedar Red oak
American basswood European buckthorn Sensitive fern
American beech Evening likeness Spinulose wood fern
American elm False solomon's seal Sugar maple
Autumn olive Goat's beard Virginia creeper
Bitternut hickory Helleborine Virginia waterleaf
Black cherry Herb robert White ash
Black-eyed susan Ironwood White spruce
Blue cohosh Jack in the pulpit White trillium
Common dandelion Large tooth aspen Wild columbine
Common milkweed Manitoba maple Wild grape
Common mullen Mayapple Wild red raspberry
Common nettle Multiflora rose Wild sarsaparilla
Common puffball Pennsylvania sedge Yarrow
Doll's eyes Poison ivy Yellow hawkweed
Eastern red cedar Queen Anne's lace

Amphibians and reptiles
American toad

Mammals
Eastern chipmunk
Red squirrel
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Invertebrates
Common darner
Eastern tiger swallowtail
Monarch
Tent caterpillar
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Appendix 2: Land use designations

Figure 3. Natural Linkage Area (green) within land being donated (outlined in black) as designated by The Oak
Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.
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Appendix 3: Provincial or regional areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI)

Figure 4. Location of Life Science ANSIs located within 5 km of Bonebakker Property; Shelter Valley and Millvalley
Hills Forest.


