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                                             The Preserver, November 2022 
   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         Rob Kennedy 
 

The fall season is probably my favourite, and I suspect that many of you 

would agree. This year, the colours have been spectacular along with 

extended periods of sunny days and blue skies, making a walk or hike a very 

enjoyable experience. I hope all of you are able to enjoy the natural beauty 

of our County. 

 Recently, after an absence of 2 years, we were able to gather for 

our annual gala. It was great to see so many of you come out and support NLT and hear our 

excellent guest speaker, Michael Runtz, talking about his Algonquin experiences. Many thanks 

to our volunteers who made it happen and all of you for your encouraging words and financial 

support. 
 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada recently invited the NLT, Kawartha Land Trust and Oak 

Ridges Moraine Land Trust to a mini-summit to build toward greater collaboration on 

conservation initiatives in and around Northumberland County. Each trust spoke to their areas 

of focus and land securement priorities in the County, the idea being to share and work 

together rather than competing with each other. There was broad agreement on this and 

future meetings with this group are planned. 
 

Finally, I want to end this message with the exciting news that in October we hired our first 

full time employee, Laura Bozzelli. Her presence will provide the ability for NLT to apply for 

more grants, land securement and general administration continuity going forward and allow us 

to grow to conserve more environmentally significant lands in Northumberland County. You will 

find her thoughts on her new position on page 3, and I'm sure you'll be impressed by her 

enthusiasm! 

 

      Giving Tuesday & Matching Gift Campaign - double your gift! 

    November 29, Giving Tuesday, is a global day of giving! We hope  

      you will participate by making a special donation in support of our  

      conservation and preservation efforts. 

      But you don't have to wait until November 29 to give! Your donation  

                                       from now until the end of the year will be matched to a total of 

$10,000, including donations made on Giving Tuesday! Any donations from now until the end of 

the year will also be used toward renewing your membership. Other donation methods are on 

page 7, or visit  https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/northumberland-land-trust/  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/northumberland-land-trust/
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2022 GALA FUNDRAISER              Freda Kennedy 

We had a successful Gala fundraiser on October 26, with 96 people attending and raising over 

$9700 to support stewardship work on our 13 nature reserves.  Michael Runtz, the guest 

speaker, entertained us all with beautiful pictures (below, left), interesting biological tidbits 

and humorous stories about life in Algonquin.   

 

We also had the pleasure of presenting a gift to Russ Lake (above, middle) for his many years 

of work with the Stewardship Team. We hope he will enjoy relaxing on his new bench, 

beautifully constructed by Mark Rupke. 

Some comments that were shared about the evening:  

"Thanks for a great evening.  We really enjoyed ourselves!" 

"That was a very, very enjoyable evening last night. The speaker‘s photos were superb 

and he  was so informative and enthusiastic about Algonquin…we learned a lot. We will 

definitely attend next year's Gala."   

"The Gala was excellent and I am so very glad that I chose to attend the Land Trust 

event." 

 

We would like to thank all those who attended the Gala as well as send a shout-out to all our 

sponsors and donors who helped make this such a successful evening: 

 

Leslie Abram  John Davidson       Robert Fishlock & Urszula Kaczmarczyk 

Rob & Freda Kennedy  Elisabeth Lafontaine      Virginia & Peter McLauglin  

Doug McRae   James & Jane McGrath      Bill Newell    

Frank Prest   Best Western Plus Cobourg Inn & Conference Center 

Ali Chaudry, Shoppers Drug Mart, Cobourg       Canadian Tire, Campbellford  

Colborne Home Hardware          Killarney Lodge, Algonquin Park  

Peak Construction Group Ltd.         Ripley's Aquarium of Canada 

Oshawa Generals, Junior Ice Hockey Team       Ste. Anne's Spa, Grafton 

The Birdhouse Nature Store, Brighton        Westben Theatre, Campbellford 
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De KLEER NATURE RESERVE OPENING 

On September 10, a large group (photo, below left) of family, friends, and members of Willow 

Beach Field Naturalists and NLT gathered to see the newly installed sign and to officially open 

the de Kleer Nature Reserve. For many, it was the first chance to see some of 

the property, walk part 

of its boundary, enjoy 

refreshments, and meet 

Harold (photo, right), 

who generously donated 

this Reserve. Piper Creek 

and its headwater 

tributaries flow through 

the Reserve on their way 

to Cold Creek. They are 

fed by multiple springs and seeps along the way as they pass through moist cedar 

lowlands and mature hemlock forest. At the north end there is a steep rise into deciduous uplands 

with a view over the valley below. 
 

RE-INTRODUCING LAURA BOZZELLI 

Two years ago we introduced Laura as our Steward for the Bonebakker 

Nature Reserve. Here is how she sees her new role as our first employee: 
 

”I couldn’t be more excited to start as the Stewardship and Operations 

Coordinator with NLT. This position is more than just a job, it is a rare 

opportunity to create meaningful change that will last for generations to 

come. My goal in this position is to exponentially increase NLT's capacity to 

protect and manage land by changing the face of land conservation in 

Northumberland. Through the development of defined conservation 

programs, strategic fundraising and marketing campaigns, and increased and 

diversified community engagement, land conservation across the County will not just be a niche 

for naturalists but will become a strong component of our community’s culture.  
 

"In my first month on the job, I have focused on learning how NLT operates, how North 

America’s most successful land conservation organizations operate, and using that information 

to identify opportunities to bring NLT to the next level. In the coming months, I want to focus 

on building a strong foundation for growth by further developing defined programs, policies 

and processes. This will also include an element of strategic planning to ensure that our goals 

for growth become a reality. Once the stage is set, I will look towards implementation.  
 

"There is a lot of work to be done, but with such a wonderful Board of Directors and a 

dedicated group of volunteers, I have no doubt that NLT will meet and exceed all of our goals 

for 2023 and beyond."  
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FALL COLOURS WALK - MUNN NATURE RESERVE           Leslie Abram 
 

On Saturday October 22 the weather was warm and the leaves 

were spectacular as a group of over 30 people headed into the 

woods on the Munn Nature Reserve. Our walk was led by James 

Munn, who taught us about trees and forest communities, as well 

as the history of the Reserve. He planted many of the trees on 

the property with his family, who sought to create habitat for 

wildlife in an area that had previously used for pastureland. On our 

tour through this thriving forest community, we were able to see 

the results of the Munn family’s labour and foresight. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES        Bill Newell/Laura Bozzelli/Leslie Abram 

It has been a busy fall season for the Stewardship Team and many volunteers. Our work has 

included: 

 European buckthorn removal at the Leckey, Laurie Lawson, de 

Kleer and Munn Nature Reserves - over 1000 stems cut! 

 checking the nest boxes at the Pelton NR (photo, right) 

 cleaning out the bird nest boxes, checking the "snake boards", and 

removing Scots pine at the McEwen NR 

 thinning the red pine plantations at the Pelton and Bonebakker 

NRs; this will encourage the regeneration of other species like 

beech, maples and oaks, resulting in a much more diverse habitat 

 continuing control of periwinkle at the Laurie Lawson Outdoor 

Education Centre with regular help from Trinity College School 

students 

 cutting back Phragmites  at the McEwen, Chub Point, Braham and 

Wilkinson NRs 

 dog-strangling vine control at Chub Point; we are experimenting 

with continuous cutting (every couple of weeks or so) of the plants 

in the south ditch to see if this is effective 

 the installation of two bat houses at the Bonebakker NR (right) 

The Stewardship Team consists of the Stewards for all the nature 

reserves, and meets about once a month (usually on a Monday 

evening) to plan our activities and bring everyone up to date on our 

Reserves. If you would like to become a Steward, or if you'd like to 

volunteer with some of our activities, please email us at info@nltrust.ca, or phone 905-342-

3851. 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/aWord/aaNorthumberland%20Land%20Trust/2022/Preserver%202022/4%20November/info@nltrust.ca
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WESLEYVILLE UPDATE        Jenny Jackman 

Since our last report in August, the Joint Working Group – Wesleyville (JWG-W) has primarily 

been involved in two activities: 

1.  Meeting with Municipality of Port Hope Mayor (Bob Sanderson), municipal staff, OPP and 

landowners (Ontario Power Generation [OPG], Hydro One, Cameco and Remington) on 

September 22nd: The JWG-W provided a short presentation of the ecological damage being 

caused by trespassing ATVs and dirt bikes at the Wesleyville property. This information is 

also documented in a report that is available on the WBFN website under 

Resources/Wesleyville (WBFN Wesleyville - Google Drive ). This report had previously been 

distributed to attendees. We noted an alarming increase in damage to the old-growth forest 

during the past summer.  It was agreed that, given the long internal shared borders, and the 

ruggedness of the terrain, it is impossible for landowners to protect their properties 

individually. For example, trespassers easily circumvent Cameco’s gates and enter their 

property from Hydro One land, and Remington also noted that their signs were often taken 

down. A joint approach was discussed that could involve consistent messaging, signage and 

barriers, along with coordinated security and enforcement. The JWG-W was asked to 

determine approximate costs for security. This was undertaken by Robert Fishlock and 

communicated to participants. Another meeting is scheduled for mid-November. 

2.  Field Day with Fleming Ecology Students: 

Fifteen students (photo, right) from the 

Habitat Assessment Course at Fleming 

College, lead by Prof. Barb Elliot, spent a day 

learning about Ecological Land Classification 

(ELC) at the Wesleyville site on October 6th. 

The field day was planned with the assistance 

of the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) 

and the Ganaraska Region Conservation 

Authority (GRCA). The basis of the work was a 

comprehensive 2002/3 ELC study undertaken by Dan Gregory under contract to OPG through 

the Manager of Environment Program, Gerry McKenna. The goal of the exercise was for 

students to determine where the boundaries of some ELC areas had shifted over the 20 years 

since Gregory’s study. The IT team at the GRCA was able to digitize the earlier data and make 

this available to students via Field Maps. Five focus areas were selected in consultation with 

the NCC and the JWG-W, and a team of three students was assigned to each focus area, along 

with a certified ELC practitioner and a volunteer from the JWG-W. The students practiced 

editing the boundaries of ELCs according to their on-the-ground observations. This exercise 

provided a real-life experience of the complexity and challenges of ELC work. Students also 

recorded their species observations to the iNaturalist project “Wesleyville Biological 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oTDew0hkA1gk1xoVZqyi09a5kaeokumt
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Inventory”. We will see the results when their team reports are available in December. By all 

accounts the students had a wonderful learning experience, and we hope to be able to repeat 

the exercise in future years. On November 11th a second team of 30 Forest Technician 

students from Fleming will practice old-growth assessment techniques under the guidance of 

Prof. Ben Walters. 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS! (January to September 2022) 
 

Mighty Oak Branch ($5000 and over)   Sturdy Maple Branch ($2500-$4999) 

None to Report      Shrew Solutions – Doug McRae 

 

Enduring Pine Branch ($500 -$2499) 

Robert Fishlock & Urszula Kaczmarczyk     Douglas & Cathy Galt 

Tom & Jennifer Jackman   Helen Kennedy   Wilhelmina Kennedy    

James & Martha Oldham  Ruth Redelmeier   Glen Parsneau & Marg Fleming   

Ted & Hilda Van Netten  Lois Wells   Audrey Wilson  

  

Graceful Ash Branch ($100-$499) 

Alexandra Abram      Leslie Abram & Ruth Buchanan   Baltimore Valley Ltd. 

Patricia Beeson      Harriet & Greg Binkley   Tyne & Joanne Bonebakker  

Joan Chalovich      William Crins    Camilla & Peter Dalglish  

Anita de Jong       Janet & Helmut Enns    Isabel Evans    

Karin Fawthrop       Dorothy & John Geale    Richard Girardin   

Frank & Patricia Godfrey     George & Marg Gordon   Marie Gordon    

Eric Gormley       James Graham    Michael Harding   

Lorraine Harnden      Wallace Hobbs    Richard & Sarah Holland  

Brigitte & Dennis Hogarth     Jordan Hoogendam   Dave Impey     

Kris Ito       Robert & Freda Kennedy   Harry Knapper   

Susan & Hugh Laing      Russell & Janet Lake   Jane Leckey    

Lauren Maclean      Charlie & Hayley Martin   Barbara McCuaig   

Robert Moorcroft      Barbara & Kit Moore   Virginia (Mary) Maclean & Roger Nainby 

Richard & Felicity Pope     Frank Prest    Irena Orlowski & John Davidson  

Probus Club of Presqu’ile     Amy Quinn     Linda Rumpf     

Maureen Simmons       Theresa Smith     Margaret Stephenson  

Rebecca Stephens-Wells     Sue Stickley & Ted Hunt    Stewart Richardson & Nancy Oliver 

Bill Zeran       Patricia Whitney & Ken Strauss  Cheryln Wilson & Robert Leckie  

 

HEARTY ACORN (LIVING BEQUEST) 

George & Margaret Gordon  Robert Fishlock  Doug McRae 

Irena Orlowski & John Davidson 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2023! 

 

Our preferred method of payment is now by e-transfer. Here are the instructions for 

payment by e-transfer: 

1. On your bank’s online website, sign in and go to "Interac e-transfer" (each bank may 

have a slightly different process). Click on "add new" (if necessary) recipient and 

type in NLT or Northumberland Land Trust and enter our e-mail address: 

info@nltrust.ca  

2. choose NLT (or Northumberland Land Trust) as a recipient 

3. enter the amount for your membership 

4. create the following security question: “what does NLT manage” with the answer: 

"nature-reserves" 

5. In the comment section add that you have submitted the membership form 

separately (by e-mail, mail, hand delivery, etc.) so that we will have your address and 

other information (as below) for income tax receipt purposes. 

 

For credit card payments please go to https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/2454?v1=true, and 

follow the prompts. However, we prefer mail-in payments and donations using the form below, 

as CanadaHelps applies up to a 4% charge on the transactions that it processes. Thank you! 
 

 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Renewal                   New membership   
 

Dr.        Mr.         Mrs.                Ms.      Other:   ______ 

Last name __________________ First name(s) ____________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________     
                      Number and Street                                                             City/town                                                                 Postal code 

Telephone ________________  e-mail _________________________________ 
 

Individual:  $25        Family:  $40     Supporting:  $50   Corporate:  $100 

Donation:  $100    $250   Other ________           I wish to remain anonymous 
 

Members of the Board or Stewardship Team can be contacted by phone at 905-342-3851 or by e-mail 

at info@nltrust.ca. The NLT recognizes its supporters in print and online. If you wish your membership 

or donation to remain anonymous, please indicate this at the time of your contribution by ticking the 

box above.  To view the NLT privacy policy please visit our website. 

Please fill out the form below. Make cheques payable to 

 “Northumberland Land Trust”, and mail to: 

Northumberland Land Trust, P. O. Box 1153, Cobourg, ON, K9A 5A4 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/2454?v1=true
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/aWord/aaNorthumberland%20Land%20Trust/2021/Preserver%202021/February/1%20Feb/info@nltrust.ca

